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The pro~ess of choosxng a Prime Mlnlster is. exacerbatlng the -
rivalry betwsen Bani-Sadr and the militant clerics. A-final -
selecticn will be espeacially difficult as long as Khomeini remains

above the fray. 'In the end, the man-chosen will-almost- certainly -
T =+---be somecne-acceptable to the clerics;while Bani-Sadr-will be shorn—. -
of the 11tt1= power that he: ncw has, or. will be out. T ,FT o

l1.  IRAN: SmRUGGLE OVER SELECTING PRIME MINISTER INTEWSIFIVS

BRECVER A

" Banl—Sadr s request that the parlxament postpone actlon on hls
nomlnatnon of Mostafa Mir-Salim as Prime Minister reflects his need
~to defer -to-the Islamic-Republican-Party's (IRP) -preference-for—- - . —=F
~ someone with a_ thcvoughly "Islamic” approach’ to the Revolution. - li Lo

Uf_ﬂwffthe IRP succ=eds An- forcxng arother nomlnation, lt‘thl, Ln effect,

S In: the current complex maneuverlng, IRP leader Beheshtl has ' R
-—- sald that he prefers Jalaladin Farsi, a strongly Islamic IRP member,>~.'
T _ or Education-Minister Rajai...Coincidentally, . Ayeto}lah Khalkhali,
©=="-—the "hanging-judge," has declared himself a candidate;  a develop-
. T ment that Beheshti admits "is possible." ~Beheshti-has. also sald,v L
T mystericusly, that a "spec1al-const1tutlona1 -solution.=- posslbly - 3
_the res:gnatlon of Bani-Sadr as President--~ could’ resolve the 1m— 25x1§

= Khomelnz “has turned down a- suggestxon that he nom;nate one - )
member ¢f ths investigating: commlttee, saylng that this was a matter 25X1}
between parliament and the President.. This is: typicgl: ‘of Khomeini's ;
- method of avoiding a firm decision on controversial matters. Igsteed, ij

uﬂ']fte _— Even before thls latest confrontat;on, theﬁe_nexe;indicatioa :
E - - that Bani-Sair's time in-power might-be short.— - 2§XX15
ﬂ5x1-w [_ |one of his closest associates said that the {

-——~Pres1dent expected - to fall or have his power reduced to a. meanlngless
_level within weeks.'\ L

Banx-SaJr is obviously‘concerned about the effect on hlm. In.v:figr
a July-29 spzech, he spoke of the dangerous .consequences of weakenj ng "
_ the presldenty - precisely what 1s happenxng.-~wz.afiif«;g:::;;; &
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